
protest against 
Schleiermacher and other 

liberal theologians has been 
frequently misunderstood. 

In fact, Barth completely 

agreed with 
Schleiermacher: Christianity 

is a religion, a quest for 
God, an exploration of the 

ways in which humanity is 
oriented toward some 

mysterious beyond. 
Christians call this beyond 

“God,” and have access to 

it in the person of Jesus, 
indeed for Schleiermacher 

Christianity could rightly be 
called the “Jesus religion.” 

In all this, Barth fully 
concurs with his great 

nineteenth century 
predecessor. Where he 

differs is that he subjects 

the concept of religion to 
withering criticism. Religion 

(Continued on page 2) 

“Christianity: It’s 
not a religion, it’s an 

adventure,” wrote Stanley 
Hauerwas, in words that 

are echoed by many other 

theologians, evangelists, 
and apologists in our time. 

Christians today are 
understandably reluctant to 

identify their faith as a 
religion. It is not hard to 

see why. Poll after poll 
indicates that while people 

in our society have a low 

opinion of religion, they 
eagerly identify themselves 

as “spiritual.” Religion is a 
matter of institutions, 

clergy, and rituals, perhaps 
accompanied by the dreary 

sense that nothing we can 
do is quite good enough. 

Who needs it? While the 

human spirit may be 
oriented toward higher 

things, “a power greater 

than ourselves,” this need 
not—perhaps should not—

take the form of religious 
devotion. I can be spiritual 

on my own terms, in my 

own way, without the 
supervision of those who 

claim to be authorities. A 
deeply Protestant—and 

very modern—idea! 

The “Christianity 

isn’t a religion” notion has 
trickled down from the 

writings of Karl Barth, who 

was reacting to the writings 
of Friedrich Schleiermacher, 

who definitely did think 
Christianity was a religion, 

indeed the highest one. (To 
be technical about it, 

Schleiermacher believed 
Christianity to be a form of 

“ethical monotheism,” 

along with Judaism and 
Islam.) However, Barth’s 
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3:00 p.m.—Wednesday Event—”Tom Wright is Wrong About Justification—True 

or False?” A Learned Conversation between Simon Davis and Lane Scruggs 

4:45 p.m.—Holy Eucharist— 

Preacher—Bishop Philip Poole (Credit Valley);  

Officiant —Kin Wah Wong 

6:00 p.m.—Community Dinner (please sign up at the Front Desk) 

 

Wycliffe College—Visionary leaders with Good News for a vibrant church and a changing world. 

Morning Star 
Mon. Feb. 22, 2010 Volume 25 Issue 20 

Wycliffe College 
5 Hoskin Avenue 
Toronto, ON M5S 1H7 
 
416-946-3535 

Copies of ATS (Association of 
Theological Schools) Standards are 
available in the Principal’s Office. If 
you have any questions or concerns 
that should be addressed to the 
Board of Trustees, please contact 
Karen Baker-Bigauskas who can take 
them to Board member Mrs. Eileen 
Henderson  on your behalf. 

Official Class Times 
9:05-10:55 a.m. 
11:10-1:00 p.m. 
2:05-3:55 p.m. 
7:05-8:55 p.m. 

 

Coffee Hour 
10:50-11:10 a.m. 

M a k i n g  R o o m  f o r  A n g e l s :  
T h o u g h t s  o n  R e l i g i o n –  
J o s e p h  M a n g i n a  



is a human quantity. As 

such it is subject to the 
judgment of God, the 

divine “No” pronounced 

upon all human efforts to 
lay hands on God. Religion 

for Barth is idolatry; 
religion is sin. His point 

was that while Christianity 
is indeed a religion, our 
religion will not save us, 
only God can, and he does 

so in ways totally outside 

our manipulation and 
control. God reveals 

himself to be our Lord. So 
much for our religious 

quests.  

So: revelation 

good, religion bad, right? 
But it is not quite so 

simple. When Barth’s 

British translators sat 
down in the 1950’s to 

render CD 1.2, §17, into 
English, they titled it “The 

Revelation of God as the 
Abolition of Religion.” The 

English translation of the 
Dogmatics is mostly 

plodding rather than 

inaccurate—it tends to 
erase Barth’s brilliant, 

athletic style—but in this 
case it is just plain wrong. 

The German verb 
aufheben has multiple 

meanings, only one of 
which is “abolish.” It 

means to negate or 

suspend something, but at 
the same time to re-

instate it, raise it up to a 
higher level. Barth is 

intentionally playing on 
this complex meaning. So 

to say that God’s 
revelation is the 

Aufhebung of religion is to 
say that, just as the sinner 
is redeemed, though not 

on the sinner’s own terms, 

(Continued from page 1) so religion is redeemed, 
though not on religion’s 

own terms. Christianity is 
inescapably a religion, 

Barth thought. It’s the 

religion that, 
paradoxically, bears 

witness to the fact that 
our religion does not save 

us, but only God in Jesus 
Christ. This section of CD 

1.2 thus concludes with a 
discussion of Christianity 

as nothing less than die 
wahre Religion, “the true 
religion.” (See Barth, On 
Religion, ed. Garrett 
Green (T&T Clark, 2007), 

which contains a 
retranslation of this 

section along with a fine 
accompanying essay by 

Green.)  

A wise student 
said to me the other day 

that the point of theology, 
he had come to see, was 

the formation of a certain 
mind or instinct on the 

part of the working pastor, 
priest, or evangelist. Our 

present topic nicely 

illustrates that point. You 
are probably not going to 

begin “God at the Pub” 
session with a talk on 

Barth’s theology of 
religion—although given 

the right audience, who 
knows?! But having read 

Barth on religion (and you 

really should read this 
material instead of just 

taking my word for it) you 
will know how to talk 

about religion with the 
right mix of skepticism 

and affirmation. 
Skepticism, because 

religion isn’t the point of 

Christianity; the Lord 
Jesus Christ is. People’s 

wariness about religion is 

well-founded. Religion is a 
sorry business, full of 

scams, skulduggery, and 
self-deception. Here is an 

opportunity to let your 

conversation partner know 
that you, too, are 

suspicious of religion and 
its claims, and that the 

reason for your suspicion 
is the God who often had 

little use for his people’s 
religious observance: “I 

hate, I despise your 

feasts, and I take no 
delight in your solemn 

assemblies” (Amos 5:21). 
Of course, you might also 

point out that trading 
religion for “spirituality” is 

hardly the answer, since 
the human heart itself is 

an idol-factory, as Luther 

put it. Be prepared for a 
long night at the pub. 

But the pastor 
who has read her Barth 

will also know that 
religion, while it does not 

save us, is also 
inescapable. A religionless 

Christianity is no more 

possible than a religionless 
human being. Homo 
religiosus, the creature 
oriented to 

transcendence; that is 
what we are. It would be 

dishonest to claim 
otherwise. There was 

something more than a bit 

silly in the secular 
theologies of the 1960’s, 

which, on the basis of a 
misreading of Barth and 

Bonhoeffer, tried painfully 
hard to meet “modern 

man” on his own terms. A 
decade later the cultural 

winds had shifted, and the 

same Harvey Cox who 
wrote The Secular City 
was now writing The Feast 
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of Fools and celebrating 
Pentecostalism. It is not 

only liberals who make 
this mistake, however. 

Seeker-friendly 

evangelicals who forsake 
sanctuaries for 

auditoriums and formal 
liturgy for conversation, 

coffee, and Timbits 
commit much the same 

error. Almost predictably, 
the Emergent Church has 

come along as a reminder 

that people want more by 
way of ritual and mystery, 

a “thick” Christianity as 
opposed to the stripped-

down version. The gospel 
has ever been surrounded 

by a rumour of angels. 
Not that angels will save 

us (Heb. 1:14!), but they 

are the heralds and 
gatekeepers of heaven. 

We do well to order our 
worship and our worship 

spaces as places they 
would feel at home. 

Be religious—
boldly; but believe the 

gospel even more boldly 

still. Or as St. Paul almost 
wrote: “For neither 

religion counts for 
anything, nor unreligion, 

but a new creation” (Gal. 
6:15).  

V o l u m e  2 5  I s s u e  2 0  

Confirmation 
Classes… 
Would you like to be 
Confirmed in the Angli-
can Faith? A couple of 
students have expressed 
this desire -  if you 
would like to take part in 
a Confirmation Class 
please speak to Karen in 
the Principal’s Office 
(Rm. 104). 
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Student Council  

2009-2010 
 

Senior Student—David Turner 
VP Theology—Rachel Kessler 
VP Spirituality—Jeff Boldt 

Secretary  - Chris Dow 
Treasurer—Dave Matthews 
Social Chair—Megan Enns 

Missions Chair—Dane Neufeld 
Day Students’ Rep—Dave Tigchelaar 

House Advocate—Jenn Talot 
Sports Rep—Deanne Patchett 
2nd Year Rep—Robert Porter 

1st Year Rep—Alex Quick 

SENIOR STUDENT NOMINATIONS OPEN Until Friday! 
It is already that time to start thinking about next year’s 

student council.  Our elections are divided into two sections: the 
election of a new Senior Student followed by the election of all 
remaining Council positions. 

If you have prayerfully discerned that one of your 
colleagues would be a good person to fulfill the position of 
Senior Student, please nominate him or her by Friday, 
February 26th. Nomination forms can be found at the front 
desk.  Please put the completed form in the Student Council 
Mail Box.  

The description of the Role of Senior Student is as 
follows: 

The Senior Student shall act as President of the Student 
Council and preside over its meetings as well as General 
Meetings of the students.  The Senior Student shall act as chief 
election officer and act as liaison between faculty/
administration, students, residents and the Student Council.  In 
addition to these responsibilities, the Senior Student may 
provide pastoral care, may support and direct student events 
and programs, and facilitate the ministry and leadership the 
Council seeks to provide.  The Senior Student may be a 
Wycliffe resident or day student.  The Senior Student must 
have been a member of the student body for 4 semesters. 

Upcoming Elections! It’s that time of year 
again. We are looking for a few good people 
to be servant leaders for the College. The 
first election will be for Senior Student, and 
then there will be general elections. 
Nominations for Senior Student will be due 
February 26. So, keep your eyes out for a 
rising third year who would be a good choice. 

It’s the last week of competition for the Lollards - 

Come on out and cheer on your fellow students to 

the end of their seasons! GO LOLLARDS GO!!! 
 

Co-Ed Volleyball 

Wed. Feb. 24 @ 9:05 p.m. VS SGS D—SG2 
 

Men’s Indoor Soccer @ Varsity Field   

Fri. Feb. 26 @ 6:30 p.m. Vs SAIPA 
  

Coed Ultimate Frisbee @ Varsity Field 

Sat. Feb. 27 @ 3:30 p.m. Vs  Massey 

Attention All Graduating Students 

—A Message from the Registrar 
A “Graduate Information Form” has been emailed 

to all students who are expected to graduate at 

the May Convocation ceremony on May 10, 2010. 

This form must be returned to the Registrar’s 

office by Monday, February 22. If you expect 

to graduate and have not received this form 

please contact Marie Soderlund. Thank you! 

Take Library Survey 
 

All students are blessed by the information 
resources of the University of Toronto Library 

system, which includes our own Graham Library. 

Every three years we like to find out from you how 

we are doing and to make any necessary 

improvements. 
 

Please take 5 minutes to complete the survey.  It is 
open until March 7th. 
 

Please follow this link to the survey: http://

www.surveymonkey.com/s/tstlibrarysurvey 
 

Thank you for your participation. We value and 

appreciate your feedback. 
 

Thanks,  Tom Power 

Attention All Advanced Degree Attention All Advanced Degree Attention All Advanced Degree Attention All Advanced Degree 
students:students:students:students:    
You and your family are invited to a You and your family are invited to a You and your family are invited to a You and your family are invited to a 
Pizza Night at the Principal’s Lodge Pizza Night at the Principal’s Lodge Pizza Night at the Principal’s Lodge Pizza Night at the Principal’s Lodge ----    
Sunday, February 28th at 6:00 p.m.Sunday, February 28th at 6:00 p.m.Sunday, February 28th at 6:00 p.m.Sunday, February 28th at 6:00 p.m.    
Please RSVP to Karen in the Principal’s Please RSVP to Karen in the Principal’s Please RSVP to Karen in the Principal’s Please RSVP to Karen in the Principal’s 
Office Office Office Office ----    Rm. 104; 416Rm. 104; 416Rm. 104; 416Rm. 104; 416----946946946946----3521 or via 3521 or via 3521 or via 3521 or via 
email karen.baker@wycliffe.utoronto.caemail karen.baker@wycliffe.utoronto.caemail karen.baker@wycliffe.utoronto.caemail karen.baker@wycliffe.utoronto.ca    
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This Week at Wycliffe 
Monday 
 8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer 

Tuesday 
 8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer—Jenny Cheong, Preacher 

Wednesday 
 8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 1:15 p.m. Preaching Club—ELR 
 3:00 p.m.  A Learned Conversation Between Simon Davis 

and Lane Scruggs 
 4:45 p.m. Holy Eucharist—Bp. Philip Poole, Preacher;  Kin 

Wah Wong, Officiant 
 6:00 p.m. Community Dinner - remember to sign up at the 

Front Desk if you plan to attend. 
Thursday 
 8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer 
Friday 
 8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 9:00 a.m. “Coffee and Classics” 
 5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer   

Wycliffe College Open House 
Saturday March 6th 2010 
from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

 

Dear Wycliffe Students: 
Remember when you were thinking about your next 
steps in theological education... 
All the questions you had—Where to study? What 
options to go for? The prospective students for 2010 
are invited to come to our Open House and it would 

help them to have current students to talk 
to—Can you spare a morning to volunteer to 
take part—to help lead tours and serve as 
hands-on examples of life at the College. 
Please RSVP to Barbara Jenkins by 
February 28, providing your name, telephone 
number, e-mail address: 

barbara.jenkins@wycliffe.utoronto.ca or telephone 
416 -946 3547 
 

Draft Schedule 

 9:00 AM  Coffee and Cinnamon Buns 
 9:30 AM  Morning Prayer 
10:15 AM  Your Questions Answered: 
11:15 AM  Short Lecture 
12:00 PM  Program Focus session 
  1:00 PM  Complimentary Lunch 
  2:00PM  Optional Tour 

Short Course on  Anglicanism and the 

Anglican Communion: 
No charge for Wycliffe Students 
  
Beginning this Wednesday for four consecutive Wednesdays, 

7:00-9: 30 p.m. Professor Ephraim Radner will lead a Centre 

for Lay Education course on the basics of Anglicanism and the 

Anglican Communion.  All Centre for Lay Education classes 

are open to regular Wycliffe students as a part of their 

regular tuition.  There is no additional charge.  We invite you 

to sit in this four week Wednesday evening class to deepen 

your understanding of the basics of Anglicanism. Please e-

mail Annette Brownlee, Director, Centre for Lay Education if 

you plan to attend.  There are other excellent courses being 

offered through the Centre for Lay Education this winter and 

spring and all are open to Wycliffe students.  I invite you to 

look at the offerings in the catalogue in the front lobby. 

The Pope’s Response to Anglicans: 

Theological Reflections on the New Structure to 

Receive Anglican Groups Who Request full 

Communion 
 

Wednesday March 3, 2010 - 3:15-4:45 p.m. 
 

Panelists: 
 Rev. Brian Clough 
 Canon Law, St. Augustine’s Seminary 
 

 Prof. Joseph Mangina 
 Theology, Wycliffe College 
 

 Prof. Christian McConnell 
 Liturgy, Faculty of Theology, St. Michael’s College 
 

 Prof. Margaret O’Gara 
 Theology, Faculty of Theology, St. Michael’s College 
 

University of St. Michael’s College - Faculty of Theology 
 

Preceded by Midday Prayer, with Choir @ 1:30 p.m. 

Did you know… the Blackwell Lounge has gone Wireless!!! 
If you are looking for a place to work using a wireless connection please check out the Blackwell 
Lounge—same access as in the Day Student Lounge.  
Not sure where the Blackwell Lounge is—it is located in the hall outside the CRC Office next to Crux 
Books—so grab a coffee at Crux and meet your group in the Blackwell! 
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Want a pizza party for you and your friends at 

the end of the term? 

Win the Great Chapel Team contest and it can 

be yours. 

Who will it be?  Merbecke? Cramner? Luther? 

or The Venerable Bede? 
 

So here’s the deal:  Each of our four Chapel teams 

(Cramner, Luther, the Venerable Bede and Merbecke) meet 

two more times during this academic term.  The team with 

the highest combined attendance at the two meetings wins 

an all expenses paid pizza dinner with your sacristans! 
 

All you have to do is show up for two hours 

at your Chapel team meeting.  That’s all.  

Two hours and pizza, fun, the glory of 

competition and the sweet taste of victory 

will be yours. 
 

So, Chapel teams you know who you are.  Team meetings 

are Wednesdays, 2-3 p.m. in the Conference Room. 
 

Check your e-mail for the Wednesdays your team will be 

meeting. Watch the Morning Star for attendance totals. 
 

Official scorekeeper is Dr. Rachel Kessler. 

Monday Prayers in the Evening 
 

On Mondays evenings our service of prayer, 
Scripture & song seeks to offer an expression 
of worship from beyond the Anglican tradition. 

For the next four Monday evenings at 5:30 p.m. our 
service of prayer will have elements drawn from wor-
ship at the Meeting House.  It does not try to import the 
culture of the Meeting House but elements appropriate 
to our context and worship space.  Pam Hicks, a mem-
ber of the Meeting House and Ada Rochford, an Angli-
can, will lead our prayer service. See you there! 

Prayers please… 
Many of you know the Rev. Canon Dr. Reg Stackhouse; 
however you probably have not met his lovely wife Marga-
ret. Margaret suffered a stroke almost two years ago - her 
recovery has been slow, but steady until she suffered a set-

back a couple of weeks ago—please keep Margaret 
& Reg in your prayers. 

The Great Litany: What is it?  Why do we do it?  

When do we do it? 

The original meaning of the Greek word for ‘litany’ was prayer or 

supplication, but over time it has come to mean a specific form of 

prayer, one in which the people make a short response to a bid-

ding or prayer request made by the prayer leader.  Psalm 136 is 

probably an early form of this kind of responsorial prayer or lit-

any.  The phrase ‘his mercy endures for ever’ is repeated as the 

second half of all 26 verses as a response to the first half of each 

line, where one of God’s great actions is described. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,* 

His mercy endures for ever. (Psalm 136:1) 

In the fourth century the Eastern Church began to use this re-

sponsorial method of prayer in the singing of Psalms and the 

saying of other prayers.  The Eastern Church also used responso-

rial prayer it in public processions. The West soon adopted this 

responsorial format in the singing and saying of psalms and 

prayers and also in public processions.  These processions were 

often out to the fields, praying to God for protection for crops 

and for safety in the face of natural calamities, such as earth-

quakes. 

The Litany found both in the Book of Common Prayer (here sim-

ply called the Litany, p. 30) and the Book of Alternative Services 

(BCP p. 138) is a fusion of two different litanies forms used in 

Rome. (In the BAS it is called Great to distinguish it from other 

litanies and because of its length). By the Middle Ages the litany 

form used throughout the West can be divided into six parts, 

each with a congregational response such as ‘Have mercy us’ or 

‘Lord, deliver us’. 

The Litany or Great Litany was the first English language rite pre-

pared by Archbishop Thomas Cranmer. It was first published in 

1544. Cranmer modified an earlier litany form by consolidating 

certain groups of petitions into single prayers with response. The 

Litany's use in church processions was ordered by Henry VIII 

when England was at war with Scotland and France. It is still used 

of times of war or national disasters it was in many churches on 

the Sunday after 9/11.  

The Great Litany may be said or sung. The officiant and people 

may kneel or stand, or it may be done in procession. The Great 

Litany may be done before the Eucharist, or after the collects of 

Morning or Evening Prayer, or separately. Because of its peniten-

tial tone, it is especially appropriate during Lent.  

It is our custom at Wycliffe to being the Eucharist on the first 

Wednesday of Lent with the Great Litany.  It will be sung by the 

Principal in procession to mark the College’s entrance into the 

season of Lent. 

We welcome you to a holy Lent. 

 Annette Brownlee,  Chaplain 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

21 22 23 
EP—J. Cheong 

24 
WE—A Learned 
Conversation 
 
VB @ 9:05 

25 
MP—T. 
Donaldson 

26 Board Mtg. 

Senior Student 
Nominations 
Close 
Soccer @ 6:30 

27 
 
 
 
Ultimate @ 3:30 

28 1 March 
 
Senior Student 
Election Begins 

2 3 
WE—Habitat for 
Humanity Pres. 

4 5 
 
Senior Student 
Election Closes 

6 

7 8 
 
Student Council 
Nominations 
Open 

9 10 
WE—Exit 
Interviews—
Graduating 
Students 

11 12 13 

February/March 2010 

Chapel Schedule 
Date Service Officiant/Preacher Readers, etc. 

Mon.   MP Ephraim Radner Mary Barclay, Joseph Mangina 

EP Ada Rochford/Pam Hicks Simon Davis, Amy Chandy 

Tues.   MP George Sumner Julia Burn, Karen Baker-Bigauskas 

EP Simon Davis/Jenny Cheong Justine Lodder, Alexander Quick, Brennan Rabbetts 

Wed.   MP Dean Mercer Liturgics Class 

HE In Wah Wong/Philip Poole Mary Barclay, Justine Lodder, Ephraim Radner, David Tigchelaar, 

Katie Silcox, Leslie Gerlofs 

Thurs.   MP Alan Hayes/Terry Donaldson Julia Burn 

EP Robert Porter Paul Silcox, Jenny Cheong 

MP Annette Brownlee Marion Taylor, Alexander Quick 

EP Stephen Nduati Robert Porter, Amy Chandy 

Fri.  


