
best show his love for Jesus 
and his neighbor by working 
with the Quakers. The 
Friends had already created 
an ethical space, which is 
characterized by the freedom 
to move about to diminish 
suffering and death. Quakers 
did not take sides in national 
or political struggles and 
they had to be sure that the 
nations in which they 
worked would not hinder 
their efforts. They had to be 
assured the freedom to act 
within their ethical space—
action was essential, 
disembodied compassion did 
not save lives. In other 
words, they had to have the 
freedom to follow Christ. 
The Friends had succeeded 
in creating such a space in 
1940 in southern France: 
they were trusted enough by 
the Vichy government to be 
allowed to care for starving 

(Continued on page 2) 

Philip Hallie is an 
ethicist, whose academic 
focus was on the dynamics 
of evil.  But then he heard 
about a Protestant pastor, 
André Trocmé, in a small 
Huguenot village in France, 
Le Chambon, which during 
the first half of World War II 
became the safest place for 
Jews.  Hallie was intrigued 
and he set out to answer a 
question: how did goodness 
happen there? His answer is 
in his book, Lest Innocent 
Blood be Shed1 in which he 
tells the story of the essential 
role of André Trocmé, his 
sermons, congregation, 
rectory, Bible studies and lay 
leaders; his commitment to 
non-violent resistance, his 
leadership and personal 
integrity. Hallie writes, “This 
much is certain: in the course 
of the first two years of the 
Occupation, Le Chambon 

became the safest place for 
Jews in Europe. How did a 
life and death ethic become 
incarnate across the whole 
commune of Le 
Chambon?” (129). Through 
the church the entire village 
decided to provide refuge for 
Jews. Here is the church as 
Christ intended it. 

 
 Hallie explores how 

Trocmé, along with others, 
was able to create a city of 
refuge for any refugees who 
found their way to Le 
Chambon.  Hallie describes 
what they created through 
the corporate life of the 
church as both a city of 
refuge (Numbers 35) and an 
ethical space.  The term 
ethical space comes from the 
narrative of how events 
unfolded there.  In 1940 
André Trocmé sought out the 
Quakers in France.  Trocmé 
was convinced that he could 
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children in schools and 
prisoners in camps in 
southern France (130-131).   

 
Philip Hallie’s Lest 

Innocent Blood be Shed is 
perhaps the best case study 
I’ve read of the constitutive 
power of the Word of God 
through the church to create 
an ethical space or a divine 
dwelling space. As I read 
the book I thought of the 
words of  the third verse of 
a familiar hymn by the 13th 
c. Italian Biance de Siena, 
Come Down, Love, Divine. 

 
And so the yearning strong, 

With which the soul will 
long, 

Shall far out pass the power 
of human telling;  

for none can guess its 
grace, 

Till Love create a place 
Wherein the Holy Spirit 

makes a dwelling. 2 

 
Hallie reminds the 

reader that the word ethics 
can be traced to the Greek 
word for character. The 
word in its fullest sense is 

(Continued from page 1) constitutive in that it shapes 
persons, not just a system, a 
community, or village:  
“the character of 
individuals were of 
immense importance, and 
most of these individuals 
were dedicated to 
protecting lives instead of 
destroying them. It is as 
persons rather than as parts 
of some public entity that 
we shall find most of them 
praiseworthy according to a 
life-and-death ethic” (11-
12). But the character of 
these individuals was 
reshaped within the larger 
community of the church 
and then through the church 
the village. There was 
created a communal-- not 
just individual-- theological 
habitué. 

 
In the pastor and 

people of Le Chambon we 
see theology as a practical 
habit. The Word of God 
proclaimed in the pulpit 
was likewise seen in the 
ordering of the life of the 
preacher, in the lives of 
those who received the 
preached word; in the 

preacher’s relationship with 
his congregation and his 
enemies, in the ordering of 
his family, and in the 
ordering of his 
congregation, and, finally, 
in his relationship to the 
stranger in need of refuge. 
A Protestant Prefect 
ordered Trocmé to stop 
harboring Jews who “are 
not your brothers, who do 
not belong to your church 
or your country.”  Trocmé, 
replied, “We do not know 
what a Jew is, we only 
know men” (103). 

 
My friends, we are 

about the enter Holy Week 
and walk with Christ to his 
cross. There we will watch 
Christ shed innocent blood 
for the sake of the world. 
And we will wait until once 
again the life-giving power 
of his resurrection is 
proclaimed. Read Lest 
Innocent Blood be Shed if 
you want to see how the 
power of Christ’s 
resurrection has been lived 
in the church transforming 
the world around it in ways 
we pray and prepare for. 

� � � � �  � " � � % � � � � & �

� " ' � � ( �

Read it for the best case 
study of parish leadership 
I’ve read.  Trocmé 
preached what he lived, at 
great personal cost. But this 
is important: his living of 
what he preached was not a 
congregational leadership 
strategy. It was a complete 
offering of himself as a 
response to God: who God 
is and what God has done 
for us. We are about the see 
what God has done for us 
once again in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Trocmé saw it, preached it 
and lived it with his people 
for the sake of the world. 

 
Footnotes 

1 Philip Hallie, Lest 
Innocent Blood be Shed 
(N.Y.: Harper & Row, 
1979.)  New edition with a 
new introduction by the 
author, 1994  

2 The Hymnal 1982.  New 
York: The Church Hyman 
Corporation, 1982, p. 516.  
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Martin Moser Society for Theological Studies 
 
Applications for bursary help from this fund established in Alberta to 
honour Father Martin Moser are available from the Front Desk 
 

Eligibility 
The applicant must be a lay man or woman of any Christian 
denomination who is enrolled in a recognized Canadian Theological 
School who is pursuing a graduate or undergraduate degree in theology 
or theological Studies in preparation for ministry in the Canadian 
Church. 
 

Note: this bursary is not intended for those preparing for ordained 
ministry 
 

The deadline for applications is April  30th 2010 

“The Leonard Griffith Prize for 
Expository Preaching” 

The Leonard Griffith Prize for Expository 
Preaching is awarded annually at Wycliffe’s 

Convocation. Please submit sermons for 
consideration, to Karen in the Principal’s 
Office by: Monday, March 29th, 2010. 

This award is open to any Wycliffe student; the 
recipient does not have to be a member of the 

graduating class. 
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Chris Dow—Secretary 

This Lutheran has enjoyed taking min-
utes for Anglicans and hope to do so 
again next year. 
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Cindy Stover—Social Rep 
As a nominee for social activities rep, I look forward to the possibility of planning exciting and 
unique community events in the coming year. I would be interested specifically in planning events 
that would incorporate the entire Wycliffe community, and serve the interests of the various groups 
represented within it. Basically, I'd like to have a whole lotta fun running super awesome events 
within the crazy cool community that is Wycliffe College!  
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