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A Marriage Made in Heaven: Evangelism and Social Action: a Bible Study
By John Bowen

In one of the Sherlock Holmes stories, a police detective has been asking Holmesfor hishelpin
investigating a crime scene. "Isthere any other point to which you wish to draw my attention?' he asks.
Holmesreplies, "To the curiousincident of the dog in the night-time." "The dog did nothing in the night
time," repliesthe baffled detective. "That wasthe curiousincident,” replies Holmes. The significance of
the dog's silence, it turns out, is that the burglary was committed by someone whom the dog recognised.
Silenceisdways sgnificant, especidly when one might have expected something different.

While the Synoptic Gospdls use words relating to evangelism up to twenty times each, John's Gospdl has
just such asignificant silence on the topic of evangelism. Why might this be? In John, the absence of any
reference to evangelism seemsto be made up for by hisinterest in the idea of sending. Whereas Mark
usestheword "send" roughly ten times, Matthew twenty times, and Luke thirty times, John refersto
"sending” no lessthan sixty times. The plot thickens!

Most of the uses of the word "sent” (forty out of the sixty) arein phraseslike "the Father who sent me.”
For John, it appears that Jesus can hardly think of the Father without thinking of hismission. Heisdeeply
aware that he comesto thisworld asamissonary from the Father.

Father>Son

Whét thenisthe "prima missionary™, asMartin Hengel calshim, "sent” to do? Classc theology would
say "todiefor our Sins" or "to show usatruly human life" John's answer, however, embracesdl such
answers. "'l have cometo do thewill of him who sent me" (6:38), says Jesus.

Father >Son > Will of God

And what then, we may well ask, isthiswill of the Father? In aphrase, itisamply to givelife, that
"eternd life" which isdefined later as knowing both Father and Son (17:3). "Thisisthewill of himwho
sent me, that | should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raiseit up on thelast day. Thisisindeed
the will of the Father, that al who see the Son may believe in him and have eternd life" (6:39-40).

Father>Son> Will of God> Life

But how isit that Jesus brings life? The answer seemsto be two-fold. He does it by speaking the words
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of the Father, and by doing the will of the Father. "Whatever | say isjust what the Father hastold meto
say," hetdlsthe disciples. (12:49). And as heisabout to hed the man born blind, he explains, "We must
do theworks of hiswho sent me." (9:4).

(Words of God
Father>Son> Will of God>L.ife (
(Worksof God

As Jesus does the Father's will by speaking the Father's words and doing the Father's works, an amazing
thing happens. God isvigiblein him. "Whoever sees me sees him who sent me" (12:45). A human being
without an, fully in the image and likeness of God, fully obeying the Father'swill, makes the character of
God visbleto theworld.

(Words of God

Father>Son> Will of God>Life (God vishle

(Works of God

So far, so good. But then, at the end of the Gospel, Jesus turns around and saysto the disciples, "Asthe
Father has sent me, so | am sending you" (20:21). The content of "as. . . 0" is clear from what has gone
before. The disciples are sent under precisely the same conditions as Jesus. They too are sent to do the
will of the Father by words and works. And, asthey do so, God will be visible in them too. John
Robinson once called Jesus ™" awindow into God at work." Now Jesus commissions us to become a
million windowsinto God at work.

(Words of God
Father >Son>Disciples> Will of God >Life (God vigble
(Works of God

Isthis possible? We are not | eft to struggle with thisintimidating caling alone. Jesus providesthe
resources to make it possible. There is one more indispensable step in the sending: " The Advocate, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything” (14:25); "When the
Advocate comes, whom | will send to you from the Father . . . hewill testify on my behalf."

(Words of God)
Father>Son >SPIRIT> Disciples> Will of God> Life
God visble (Works of God

Almost acentury ago, asplit emerged in the church between those who emphasised the priority of the
ministry of evangelism but had no timefor socia concern; and those who had alow opinion of evangelism
and mgjored on socid action as the most authentic expression of their faith. In the ministry of Jesus, those
two aspects went together hand in hand, the actions lending credibility to the words, the words
interpreting the significance of the actions. The church that follows Jesustoday will find waysto imitate his
example. Thisedition of good ideal offersthree waysin which Christians are seeking to follow their

Lord.

John Bowen isthe editor of good idea!
"What does he know about lovethat | don't?": A priest'sreflection on the ministry of L'Arche
By Wendy Lywood

In L'Arche communities around the world, Gospel message and Gospel action are woven seamlesdy
together. Wendy Lywood describes how as an Anglican priest she met Jesusin anew way a L'Arche,
and how she now witnesses others having the same experience.



| first got involved in L'Arche because | wasfeding burned out in parish ministry. | redly longed to find a
placewherel could livein anintentiona Christian community. | started by visiting the L'Arche community
in Cagary because it was one of the most visble options for Christian community in Canada

| arrived for supper on a Tuesday evening. | was seated across the table from aman named Darryl, and |
have to say that my initia reaction to Darryl was one of complete repulsion. | just wanted to get up and
run away. He didn't have any teeth, so hisfood was al pureed, but as he ate, food dripped down from
his mouth. Then at one point during the meal, Darryl gave abig smileto Dave, the helper who was Sitting
next to him. His hands dropped into hisfood, and he turned to thisfellow and gave him abig hug, and, as
he did 0, his hands touched the man's hair and shirt. | just thought, "Ugh. Now | know thisis not for
me." At the sametime, what got to me was that Dave smply received the hug for what it was. | thought,
"What isthis? What does he know about lovethat | don't?" | had never seen that kind of lovein action
and it'sredly what hooked me.

After that we went for Eucharist, and found | was deeply moved by the prayer of the core members. It
just came directly from their hearts. Again | thought, "What isthis place?’ | was profoundly touched by
something, and | felt it was the presence of God. | wanted to know more.

| find that thisis often peopl€'s experience when they cometo L'Arche. Thereisaquality in our life
together that makes it easy for people to access the presence of the Spirit of God. We have people come
for amed and, though | may think the food isterrible, people go away saying, "Oh, that was so
wonderful." This has happened enough now that | have cometo trust that God redlly iswith us. And
when people are searching, they discover that.

We have alot of young people who are attracted to L'Arche because of the socia justice aspect of the
ministry, and who have often rgected their own faith tradition. One of the thingswe say to themiis,

"Y ou're welcome to come and experience our life. But you need to know we are acommunity of faith.
And you need to know that we are acommunity that isredly rooted in the Beatitudes." Evangdism
happens through the liturgies, through the teaching, and through individua conversations.

Everybody who vistsisgiven a"spiritua accompanier.” We ask vistorswherethey are at spiritudly, and
what their desires are. We are pretty direct about those things, even though it may be along time before
people are able to make that more concrete for themsalves. Soin al those ways, we present people with

the Gospel message.
The Rev. Wendy Lywood lives and works at Daybreak, the L'Arche community in Thornhill ON.

Journey into a Faithful Future

By Helena-Rose Houldcroft

Can evangelism happen in areas where the very existence of the Anglican Church is threatened by
claims of residential school abuse? One priest argues that there has to be significant healing first
if the message is to have credibility.

The Diocese of QUAppelle, of which | am amember, isgoing through amagjor time of crigs. It faces
more clams againgt it associated with resdential school abuse than does any other diocese. But, redly,
our diocesewasin crisis before litigation. Litigation has only sped up the process. We were dready
facing problems of falling numbers, rurd de-population and the ability of parishesto support full-time paid
minigry.

"Crigs' isdefined in thedictionary asa"turning point”. | find that more amore positive description than
the usua view of crissasapotentidly destructive time. | think we could even conceive of times of crisis
as opportunitiesfor evangelism. Our parishes and diocese are a a"turning point”: the choices we make



now will determine our future.

| know there are many wonderful programsthat are intended to help churches reach out and grow. |
think that for us, however, evangelism hasto take an even more basic form. Our journey into afathful
future has begun with people talking to each other and listening to one another.

One way our diocese has responded to the "crigs" isby developing anew ministry aimed a hedling and
reconciliation, to addressthe redl issues of abuse and build more significant community among aborigina
and non-aborigind peoples. | work in thisministry with Dale Gillman, a native woman priest, origindly
from Gordon's Reserve. We go together to speak with people in parishes, deaneries, educationa
ingtitutions, reserves or anywhere we areinvited. Wetd| the story of the resdential schools and respond
directly to concernsraised by the process of litigation. We gather in circles, begin and end with prayer,
hear the story from anon-aborigina perspective and then in an aboriginad voice, and we respond directly
to questions and concerns. Itisa” faceto face" ministry that models partnership and common ground.
"Common ground” does not mean we are dl in the same place or think and believe the samethings. It
doesindicate our mutua respect for al who gather and how important each person'svoiceis. Itisan
experience that can help us be a"better church".

| am convicted that when God calls the church into the world, we need to know our story well enough to
tell it to the world. The crisisin our diocese has pushed usto the part of our story that is about
relationships and what it means to be acommunity that bears the name of Christ. At thispoint in our story
asadiocese, the greatest illumination for our journey will be the truth of covenant. It matters how we
agree to wak with God and with dl the people we share this world with. Residential school abuse,
litigation, and rural de-population are not just issues our diocese hasto consider, but represent the human
face of another sister and brother.

Thejourney through crigisis not without challenges. But thereis aso abundance and inspirationin
dioceses which arefacing their "turning point”. Asthe stories are shared and as thisjourney continues, the
whole of our communion has an opportunity to grow and thrive. By faithfully hedling the relationships of
our past and nurturing greater mutuality for our future, the Anglican Church will be abetter church. And
that isthe hedlthiest context for evangdlism.

The Rev. Helena-Rose Houldcroft works part-time on issues of residential school abuse and the
future of parishes in the diocese. She also works part-time as parish priest of &. Philip in Regina.

Faith acting through love
By Rick Sandberg

A Church Army Captain tells how he learned the hard way that real love is the only way to earn
the right to tell the Gospel.

Oneday at the start of my effortsasa street chaplain, as| waked along an dleyway | saw ayoung girl
sobbing. Mascarawas running down her cheeks, marring her heavy punk makeup. | was stirred and my
heart went out to her. But another part of me was thrilled--- here was a chance to prove my mettle asan
evangelist and novice outreach worker!

At firg she didn't want company from a stranger, but after seeing my card and my sympathetic manner,
she began to open up. | drew upon my Church Army counsdling training and two years experienceasa
jail chaplain, and soon she began to share how, at fifteen years old, she had returned home one day to
find her room emptied and that she was no longer welcome there.

Just then two more evangelists from another organization approached, ready to share the gospd. They
initiated a conversation with the girl about her eterna destiny. | could not restrain my self, and joined in



with the visiting evangdlists. The three of usreasoned for over an hour with the girl. Shewas
unconvinced, but we hoped that by the end at |east she was better informed!

| saw the girl the next day, and the next day and the next. Infact | saw her regularly for years, but she
never again trusted me. It must have been two years before she would even exchange greetings. | had
learned apainful and lagting lesson.

The Lord had aready impressed on methat | should speak little and listen alot. | did not understand,
however, and | did not trust | was hearing him correctly until | met that girl. For years after that, |
struggled to remain quiet and to spesk only "in season.” As| did, | wasincreasingly ableto put asde my
own need to be "successful" as an evangdig. Instead | have learned to focus on discovering and
responding to the needs of the peoplewhom | am trying to love.

Some peopl €'s needs are obvious---food, shelter, safety, friendship. God'slove in us should compd us
to respond to these without question. | have found that as | respond to a person's obvious needs, | begin
to make anew friend. Then, in the context of atrue relationship, | can express my concern that my friend
to befulfilled in every way. And asatrusted friend | can witness credibly to the gentleness and love of
Jesus Chrigt.

"I can't see Christians because of the Bible in front of their face," ayoung mantold me. Yet as| helpedto
keep him fed and sheltered, he engaged me in long discussions about his troubled life and about
Chridianity. Eventually he did become a church-going believer. | don't see many troubled youth turn
around like that. They are on the run from everyone who might take harmful control over them. Loving
them draws them nearer to the well that never runsdry.

| do not agree with people who minister to people according to their tempora needswith no regard for
their eternd relationship with God. How could | fulfill my cal asan evangelist and assuage my concern
for youngsters souls without explaining the gospel ? Y et without socid ministry there could be no
understandable communication of the gospel to these youth. I'm convinced that evangelism without socia
minidry isjust empty words. What mattersis "faith acting through love' (Gdatians 5:6).

Capt. Rick Sandberg is Street Chaplain for the Victoria Christian Sreet Chaplaincy in Victoria, B.
C. Heisa Church Army officer.

New Centrefor Congregational Development Opens.

Harold Percy recently announced the opening of the new Centre for Congregational Development
at Trinity Anglican Church, Streetsville. good idea! talked with Harold about this new ministry.

good idea So what isthis new Centre for Congregationa Development all about?

HP: The misson statement of the Centre saysit quite clearly, | think: To equip clergy and lay leaderswith
the knowledge and skills needed for developing and leading hedlthy congregations.

good idea: It sounds alot like some of the work you were doing asthe director of the Institute of

Evangdism.

HP: Exactly. The Centreisbascdly acontinuation of that work, but working out of Trinity Anglican
Church, Streetsville. And of course, the ministry of this new Centre will be carried on in close association
with the Indtitute of Evangdlism. | think the two organizationswill prove to be a perfect complement to
each other.

good idea: Areyou intending to "franchise’ Trinity church, or to develop anumber of Trinity, Streestville



clonesthrough this Centre?

HP: No. No. No. Not at al. That isthe farthest thing from my mind. What | do believe isthat there are a
number of basic principlesthat are involved in developing and leading hedlthy congregations, and that
these principles are highly transferable. They will look different asthey are put into practice in different
Stuations, but the principlesthemsaves will be the same.

good idea: And you obvioudy fed thereisaneed for a Centre like this? HP: | know thereis. Inmy
travels across the country | constantly meet clergy and other congregational |eaders who are looking for
some practical help in leading their congregationsto the next level, or who are facing tough challengesin
their ministry, or who fed they are a an impasse that they can't bregk through. My vision for the Centre
isthat we will be able to provide some practical help in nurturing healthy congregations and seeing them
become more effectivein their minigtry. | believe we can hdp with this.

good idea: But surely there are aready anumber of churches and organizations offering conferences and
seminars offering asmilar kind of service. What isthis new Centre going to add to what is aready
avalable?

HP: Y ou are quiteright. | don't see mysdlf attempting to compete with any of these other organizations.
However, my observation isthat there aren't that many organizationsthat are targeted primarily towards
helping mainline congregations. | think thereisaniche here for working with mainline congregationswhich
will never number in the multiple hundreds or thousands, but who are neverthel ess seeking to be effective,
and who could use some coaching in various areas from timeto time.

good ideax And you will be continuing as the Rector of Trinity Church?

HP. Oh yes. One of the key purposes of our ministry at Trinity is"to help other congregations become
more effectivein their ministry of sharing the Good News'. The Centreis smply our way of carrying out
this purpose .

Consultation On Ministry
Have you ever wished you had a coach or mentor in ministry to help you think about what you are doing,
and how you could become more effective in your ministry as acongregational leader?

Spend two days (May 7 and 8, 2001) with Harold Percy, in around table discussion, reflecting on the
basics of ministry and thinking about how you can become more effective in your ministry.

Topics covered in the discussion could include (but are not limited to): getting focused in ministry, helping
nice church people become committed followers of Jesus, leading a congregation through change, and
basic leadership principles required for developing healthy congregations.

Regidration for thisevent islimited to 12 participants to insure that everyone will be ableto be fully
involved in the discussion.

Thisevent isfor clergy only, and will likely be of grestest benefit to those who are leading congregations
with an average weekly attendance of over 100 athough thisisnot a pre-requiste.

The cost is $125.00 for registrations confirmed before April 16th. After April 16th the cost is $150.00.
Prior to April 16th the cost is $125.00. Lunch and coffee breaks each day are included. The event runs
from 9 — 4 each day.

REGISTRATION FORM:CONSULTATION ON MINISTRY
with Harold Percy



May 7 & 8, 2001 @ Trinity Anglican Church, Streetsville, ON

Regidrationislimited to 12 Clergy only. ( Participants may beinterested in arriving early enough to
attend Sunday morning worship a 9:00 or 11:00. Thereisaso aspecia service of Adult Baptism &
Reaffirmation of Faith at 7:00 p.m. )

Title First Name Last Name

Address Phone

City Prov. Postcode

Church Denomination Average weekly attendance

Early Registration received by April 16, 2001 $125.00 Standard Registration $150.00
| have enclosed a cheque for $

Cost of regigtration includes 2 days discusson (Monday & Tuesday 9:00 am. to 4:00 p.m.) and lunch.
Accommodation , meals, and transportation extra.
| will need help finding accommodation | would bewilling to billet in a parishioner=s home

My stay will be: day arriving departing
On gpplication you will receive more detailed program information, map, and questionnaire regarding
your specific church Situation and issuesthat you are facing.

Mail Regidration to: Consultation on Minigtry, Trinity Anglican Church
69 Queen St. So., Mississauga, ON L5M 1K5

More Information: (905) 826-1901

E-mall: shirley@igs.gtanet

Web ste: www . trinitystreetsville.org

Sour ces of Resour ces

A new Dare Booklet
Finding a Story to Live By: Christianity Rediscoveredby John Bowen.

In five short chapters, thisbooklet introduces basic elements of Christian faith to peoplejust beginning to
explorethair spiritudity or returning to church after atime away . A useful companionto a"Chrigtian
Basics' course.

$5 each plus p& p. Specid ratesfor purchase of ten copies or more.
Othersinthisseriesare fill avallable:

#1 Becoming a Christian: a Practica Guide to the Why and the How

#2 The School of Jesus: aBeginner's Guideto Living asaChristian

#3 Jesus the Only Way? Why Christians Seem Arrogant.

#4 Does God Care? A Christian Perspective on Suffering

#5 Love: Isit Worth the Hasdl e?

#6 A Jesusfor Generation X? A Placefor Faith in aPost-Christian Age, by Mark Harris



#7 Euthanasia a Christian Perspective by John Peatrick and Sheila Rutledge Harding

#8 JesusisAlive, Elvisis Alive What's the Difference?

#9 The Spiritudity of Jesus and the Dangers of Religion

#10 A Solid Foundation: Seven Pillars of the Jesus Seminar Re-examined, by Edith Humphrey

#11 What's so Specia about Jesus? Compared with Muhammad, Buddha, Socrates and Zoroaster by
Edwin'Y amauchi

#12 Faith, Hope and U2: the Spirit of Lovein the Music of U2, by Henry VanderSpek

#13 The Gospel According to Robin Williams: Jesus Answersto Robin's Questions

Forthcoming titles

God and the Smpsons. the Spiritudity of Springfield
Harry Potter and the Ultimate Questions

Cdtic Spiritudity

A Neevil intheWorld: Sininthe Chroniclesof Narnia
Intelligent Design: The Evidence for God

Available from Wycliffe College: (416) 946 3535 or wydliffe.college@utoronto.ca.
Giant Theological Book Sale at Wycliffe College!

Don't missthis unique book sae! Thousands of quality booksin Biblica studies, church history, theology,
and avariety of related areas|eft over after the merger of Wydliffe's Leonard Library with the Trinity
Collegelibrary.

Daes.

Friday March 30, 2001, 6 p.m.-10 p.m. Wycliffe students, dumni, faculty (past and present), aff,
trustees, advisory council only

Saturday March 31, 10a.m.-6p.m. Open to the public

Monday April 2, 10 am. to 6 p.m. Open to the public

For further information, call (416) 946 3534 or email wycliffe.college@utoronto.ca. (With gpologiesto
those good ideal readers outside the GTA.!)



