
The first blue or purple candle is the Candle of Hope.

SING: “O Come Divine Messiah”

READER: Today is special because it is the beginning 
of a new season. We call this season “Advent.” What do 
you think “Advent” means? 

Allow responses.

READER: “Advent” is a word that means “to come.”  
It is a time when we get ready, preparing ourselves for 
the coming again of Jesus.

What are some things that we might be doing to get 
ready? 

Allow responses.

READER: What we are doing right now around our 
Advent wreath is a way of preparing for Christmas and 
also expecting Jesus to come again. What are some 
ways we can prepare our hearts?

CHILD: Light the first candle. I light this candle on 
the first Sunday in Advent to remind us that we must 
prepare our hearts for the coming of the Christ Child.

READ SCRIPTURE: MARK 13: 24-37 (ERV)

When Jesus, the Son of Man, Comes Again
24 “During the days following that time of trouble, ‘The 
sun will become dark, and the moon will not give light. 
25 The stars will fall from the sky, and everything in the 
sky will be changed.’ 
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26 “Then people will see the Son of Man coming in the 
clouds with great power and glory. 27 He will send his 
angels all around the earth. They will gather his chosen 
people from every part of the earth. 
28 “The fig tree teaches us a lesson: When its branches 
become green and soft, and new leaves begin to grow, 
then you know that summer is very near. 29 In the same 
way, when you see all these things happening, you will 
know that the time is very near, already present. 30 I 
assure you that all these things will happen while some 
of the people of this time are still living. 31 The whole 
world, earth and sky, will be destroyed, but my words 
will last forever. 
32 “No one knows when that day or time will be. The 
Son and the angels in heaven don’t know when that 
day or time will be. Only the Father knows. 33 Be 
careful! Always be ready. You don’t know when that 
time will be. 
34 “It’s like a man who goes on a trip and leaves his 
house in the care of his servants. He gives each one 
a special job to do. He tells the servant guarding the 
door to always be ready. And this is what I am telling 
you now. 35 You must always be ready. You don’t know 
when the owner of the house will come back. He might 
come in the afternoon, or at midnight, or in the early 
morning, or when the sun rises. 36 If you are always 
ready, he will not find you sleeping, even if he comes 
back earlier than expected. 37 I tell you this, and I say it 
to everyone: ‘Be ready!’”

Read Scripture the first time, then ask:

What word or sentence stands out to you?

Allow responses.

Read Scripture a second time, then ask:

What do you hear Jesus/God saying to you in this 
story? 

Allow responses.

Read Scripture a third time, then ask:

What do you think the Holy Spirit is asking you/us to 
do in this story? 

Allow responses.

READER: Our first candle is symbolic of the long 
years of waiting and hoping. The prophets, inspired 
by God, kept reminding the people to look forward 
to the coming of Messiah who was to redeem people 
from their sins. The Hebrew word for Jesus means 
“salvation.” Before Jesus left this earth to return to His 
home in heaven, He told us we should watch and wait 
for His return.

PRAY: Ask God to help us make room for Jesus in 
our hearts and in our home as we wait for His coming 
again.



The second blue or purple candle is the Candle of  
the Way.

SING: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

READER: This is the second Sunday in Advent. Do 
you remember why we are taking time to be together in 
this circle around our Advent wreath?

Allow responses. 

CHILD: Relight first blue/purple candle. Last Sunday 
we lit the first candle, to remember that Advent is a 
time of preparing and hope. During these days we are 
getting our hearts ready for the coming again of Jesus, 
and we also celebrate His birth.

READER: This Sunday we are remembering that Jesus 
came to earth to show us the way to God.

READER: Our family knows that our hope is in Jesus. 
We know love came on the first Christmas. God came 
to us in Jesus and wants to show us the way.

CHILD: Light the second blue/purple candle. I light 
this candle on the second Sunday in Advent to remind 
us that Jesus came to earth to show us God’s way.

READ SCRIPTURE: MARK 1: 1-8 (ERV)

John Prepares the Way for Jesus
1 The Good News about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of 
God, begins 2 with what the prophet Isaiah said would 
happen. He wrote: “Listen! I will send my messenger 
ahead of you. He will prepare the way for you.”
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3 “There is someone shouting in the desert:

‘Prepare the way for the Lord. 
Make the road straight for him.’”
4 So John the Baptizer came and was baptizing people 
in the desert area. He told them to be baptized to show 
that they wanted to change their lives, and then their 
sins would be forgiven. 5 All the people from Judea, 
including everyone from Jerusalem, came out to John. 
They confessed the bad things they had done, and he 
baptized them in the Jordan River.
6 John wore clothes made from camel’s hair and a 
leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts and wild 
honey.
7 This is what John told the people: “There is someone 
coming later who is able to do more than I can. I am not 
good enough to be the slave who stoops down to untie 
his sandals.
8 I baptize you with water, but the one who is coming 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Read Scripture the first time, then ask:

What word or sentence stands out to you?

Allow responses.

Read Scripture a second time, then ask:

What do you hear Jesus/God saying to you in this 
story? 

Allow responses.

Read Scripture a third time, then ask:

What do you think the Holy Spirit is asking you/us to 
do in this story? 

Allow responses.

PRAY: Ask God to help us follow Jesus as the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. Ask for help in knowing God’s path 
and direction and growing closer to Jesus.



The pink candle is the Candle of Joy.

SING: “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”

READER: Here we are again to light another candle on 
this third Sunday in Advent! Let’s review our first two 
candles.

CHILD: Relight first candle. On the first Sunday we 
lit a candle to remind us to get our hearts ready for the 
coming of Jesus.

CHILD: Relight second candle. On the second Sunday 
we lit the candle of love that reminds us that Jesus is  
the Way.

READER: When we open our hearts and let the love 
of Jesus enter, we know joy! God enjoys us and we can 
enjoy God too! Today’s candle is for joy.

READER: Some people who knew the joy right away 
were the shepherds. After visiting the stable, they went 
back to their sheep, glorifying and praising God. But a 
lot of people living in Bethlehem missed it.

They slept right through the whole thing and never 
knew it happened.

CHILD: Light the third candle. I light the candle on 
the third Sunday in Advent to remind us that the angels 
said, “We have news of great joy!”

SCRIPTURE READING:JOHN 1: 6-8, 19-28 (ERV)
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JOHN 1:6-8 (ERV)
6 There was a man named John, who was sent by God. 
7 He came to tell people about the light. Through him 
all people could hear about the light and believe. 8 John 
was not the light. But he came to tell people about the 
light.

JOHN 1:19-28 (ERV)

John Tells About the Messiah
19 The Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent some priests 
and Levites to John to ask him, “Who are you?” He told 
them the truth. 20 Without any hesitation he said openly 
and plainly, “I am not the Messiah.”
21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you 
Elijah?”

He answered, “No, I am not Elijah.”

They asked, “Are you the Prophet?”

He answered, “No, I am not the Prophet.”
22 Then they said, “Who are you? Tell us about 
yourself. Give us an answer to tell the people who sent 
us. What do you say about yourself?”
23 John told them the words of the prophet Isaiah:

“I am the voice of someone shouting in the desert:

‘Make a straight road ready for the Lord.’”
24 These Jews were sent from the Pharisees. 25 They said 
to John, “You say you are not the Messiah. You say you 
are not Elijah or the Prophet. Then why do you baptize 
people?”
26 John answered, “I baptize people with water. But 
there is someone here with you that you don’t know.

27 He is the one who is coming later. I am not good 
enough to be the slave who unties the strings on his 
sandals.”
28 These things all happened at Bethany on the other 
side of the Jordan River. This is where John was 
baptizing people.

Read Scripture the first time, then ask:

What word or sentence stands out to you?

Allow responses.

Read Scripture a second time, then ask:

What do you hear Jesus/God saying to you in this 
story? 

Allow responses.

Read Scripture a third time, then ask:

What do you think the Holy Spirit is asking you/us  
to do in this story? 

Allow responses.

PRAY: Thank God for all the things that make you 
joy-filled. Ask God to show you the things that He sends 
to bring us joy. “Happy are the people whose God is the 
Lord!” (Psalm 144:15).



The fourth candle (blue or purple) is the Candle of 
Peace.

SING: “Silent Night”

READER: We are together today to light the fourth 
candle on our Advent wreath. But before we do let’s 
relight the other three candles and remind ourselves of 
each message.

CHILD: Relight first purple/blue candle. On the first 
Sunday of Advent we lit a candle to remind us to get our 
hearts ready for the coming of Jesus.

CHILD: Relight second blue/purple candle. On the 
second Sunday we lit the candle of the Way reminding 
us that Jesus is the Way.

CHILD: Relight third pink candle. We lit the third 
candle to remind us that God brings us joy.

READER: Today’s candle lights up the whole wreath. 
This candle reminds us of the peace we can only have 
with God.

READER: God has given us many gifts. Sometimes we 
try to count our blessings and the list is always long. But 
of all His gifts, none is greater than the gift of His Son 
Jesus. In giving us His Son He gave us Himself.

CHILD: Light the fourth candle. I light this candle on 
the fourth Sunday in Advent to remind us of God’s gift 
of peace.

4 Fourth Sunday 
of Advent
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SCRIPTURE READING: LUKE 1: 26-28 (ERV)

The Virgin Mary
26-27 During Elizabeth’s sixth month of pregnancy, 
God sent the angel Gabriel to a virgin girl who lived in 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee. She was engaged to marry a 
man named Joseph from the family of David. Her name 
was Mary.
28 The angel came to her and said, “Greetings! The 
Lord is with you; you are very special to him.”

Read Scripture the first time, then ask:

What word or sentence stands out to you?

Allow responses.

Read Scripture a second time, then ask:

What do you hear Jesus/God saying to you in this 
story? 

Allow responses.

Read Scripture a third time, then ask:

What do you think the Holy Spirit is asking you/us to 
do in this story? 

Allow responses.

PRAY: Ask Jesus to be the Prince of Peace in our lives. 
Thank God for being able to trust Him and be at peace 
that we are in God’s hands.



The Candle for Christmas Day is the white candle in  
the centre of the Advent Wreath.

SING: “Away in a Manger”

READER: Merry Christmas! We are joining together 
to light the last candle. Let’s relight the other four and 
remember all the messages as we waited.

CHILD: Relight first purple/blue candle. On the first 
Sunday of Advent we lit a candle to remind us to get our 
hearts ready for the coming of Jesus.

CHILD: Relight second blue/purple candle. On the 
second Sunday we lit the candle of the Way reminding 
us that Jesus is the Way.

CHILD: Relight third pink candle. We lit the third 
candle to remind us that God brings us joy.

CHILD: Relight the fourth candle. We lit this candle on 
the fourth Sunday in Advent to remind us of God’s gift  
of peace.

READER: Today’s candle completes the candle 
lighting. This white candle reminds us of Jesus’ birth.  
It reminds us that He will come again, and it reminds  
us that Jesus is our light and our life.

READER: As you think about all the gifts you 
have opened today, all the gifts we have as a family, 
remember the greatest gift is Jesus who gives us life, 
love, and hope. 

5 Christmas Day
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SCRIPTURE READING: LUKE 2: 1-20 (ERV)

The Birth of Jesus Christ
1 It was about that same time that Augustus Caesar sent 
out an order to all people in the countries that were 
under Roman rule. The order said that everyone’s name 
must be put on a list. 2 This was the first counting of all 
the people while Quirinius was governor of Syria.
3 Everyone traveled to their own hometowns to have 
their name put on the list.
4 So Joseph left Nazareth, a town in Galilee, and went 
to the town of Bethlehem in Judea. It was known as 
the town of David. Joseph went there because he was 
from the family of David. 5 Joseph registered with Mary 
because she was engaged to marry him. (She was now 
pregnant.) 6 While Joseph and Mary were in Bethlehem, 
the time came for her to have the baby. 7 She gave birth 
to her first son. She wrapped him up well and laid him 
in a box where cattle are fed. She put him there because 
the guest room was full.

Some Shepherds Hear About Jesus
8 That night, some shepherds were out in the fields 
near Bethlehem watching their sheep. 9 An angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord was 
shining around them. The shepherds were very afraid. 
10 The angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid. I have some 
very good news for you—news that will make everyone 
happy. 11 Today your Savior was born in David’s town. 
He is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This is how you will 
know him: You will find a baby wrapped in pieces of 
cloth and lying in a feeding box.”
13 Then a huge army of angels from heaven joined the 
first angel, and they were all praising God, saying,
14 “Praise God in heaven, and on earth let there be 
peace to the people who please him.”

15 The angels left the shepherds and went back to 
heaven. The shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem and see this great event the Lord has told  
us about.”
16 So they went running and found Mary and Joseph. 
And there was the baby, lying in the feeding box.  
17 When they saw the baby, they told what the angels 
said about this child. 18 Everyone was surprised when 
they heard what the shepherds told them. 19 Mary 
continued to think about these things, trying to 
understand them. 20 The shepherds went back to their 
sheep, praising God and thanking him for everything 
they had seen and heard. It was just as the angel had 
told them.

Read Scripture the first time, then ask:

What word or sentence stands out to you?

Allow responses.

Read Scripture a second time, then ask:

What do you hear Jesus/God saying to you in this 
story? 

Allow responses.

Read Scripture a third time, then ask:

What do you think the Holy Spirit is asking you/us to 
do in this story? 

Allow responses.

SING: “Joy to the World”

PRAY: Thank God for all the things that make you joy-
filled. Ask God to show you all the ways He has given 
of His abundant love in our lives. Thank God for giving 
Himself for us and for being with us always.


