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1. In quality, the M.Rel. thesis is intended to be comparable to the M.A. thesis at TST.  It 

should be roughly 25,000 words in length.  It should demonstrate appropriate academic skills 
in the use of primary sources and a sound critical appreciation of the secondary literature on 
the chosen topic.  It should demonstrate familiarity with the significant issues raised by the 
topic, and the range of possible differences in interpretation in dealing with those issues.  It 
should reflect a capacity for independent judgment, scholarly argument, and good expository 
writing.  It need not make an original contribution to knowledge. 

 
2. The M.Rel. thesis counts as a four-credit reading course.  Any instructor who is permitted to 

offer a reading course in the basic degree division of the TST is permitted to supervise an 
M.Rel. thesis.  Naturally, however, no instructor is required to supervise a thesis. 

 
3. It is appropriate for the M.Rel. student to choose a general field for the thesis at an early date 

in the program, and to select course electives that will lay a foundation in the field.  Early in 
the second semester of the second year, at the latest, the student should choose a thesis 
supervisor and begin defining a specific topic.  The most common error in defining a thesis 
topic is defining it too broadly.  The topic must be specific enough to enable the student to 
engage in a thorough, systematic and intensive study of the relevant sources, and, in 
principle, to be able to provide persuasive evidence for every statement that the thesis makes. 

 
4. With the guidance of your supervisor, you will fill out a “Basic Degree Summative 

Exercise/Thesis Registration Form” available on our website or from the Registrar’s Office. 
A TST course designator will be assigned, and the course title will include the phrase 
“M.Rel. Thesis”. This must be done at the beginning of the semester when the work on the 
thesis begins. 

 
5. You must submit a thesis proposal for approval at the latest by January 15 of the year of 

intended graduation.  The thesis proposal should include the following information: 
 

a) The title of the proposed thesis. 
 

b) A brief statement (usually about three sentences in length) representing the 
thesis to be demonstrated.  (In some cases the student will not have defined a thesis.  
It will be acceptable to offer an hypothesis to be tested or a conclusion to be sought, 
provided that the student is very specific about what is intended.) 

 
c) An indication of the primary literature that will be used, and why this literature is 

deemed relevant.  
 
d) A statement of the status quaestionis, that is, the current state of scholarly discussion 

in the chosen area, demonstrating an appreciation of the relevant issues, themes, and 
differences of interpretation.  The student should indicate how the proposed thesis 
would be related to the status quaestionis. 



 
e) Any necessary background, such as methodological considerations, the historical 

context of the proposed topic, or the wider implications of the proposed study.  
Occasionally a student may want to offer more personal reasons for selecting the 
proposed topic. 

 
f) Analytical table of contents, with a rationale. 

 
g) A full bibliography.  In principle, the student should already at this point be aware of 

all the relevant materials, and the bibliography in the thesis proposal ought not to be 
very different from the bibliography that will appear in the thesis itself. 

 
The thesis proposal is usually from five to ten pages in length, plus bibliography. 

 
6. You must submit two copies of the proposal to the supervisor.  The proposal will be 

discussed by the supervisor and a designated second reader, to be agreed on by the supervisor 
and the student. It will be either approved (sometimes with suggestions), or returned for 
changes. Soon after this, the student and the supervisor should meet to discuss the status of 
the proposal. There is no limit to the number of times that a thesis proposal may be revised 
and re-submitted. 

 
7. The thesis proposal serves as a kind of contract.  The student is undertaking to write a thesis 

that conforms to the terms of the proposal.  The two readers are agreeing that if the thesis is 
successful at achieving what the proposal describes, it will be acceptable.  However, you are 
fully responsible for the academic quality of the thesis. 

 
8. You should not assume that the proposal has been approved before receiving notification to 

that effect.  The student is of course free to proceed with work on the thesis, provided that he 
or she recognizes the risk that the supervisor will direct changes in the proposal. 

 
9. You should work reasonably closely with the supervisor.  The supervisor may require you to 

obtain familiarity with foreign languages relevant to the field of study, and may direct you to 
specific sources.  The thesis should not be submitted until the supervisor has approved it.  
You should be aware that a thesis is a very specific kind of writing, which requires, in 
principle, the proof of every assertion, and therefore must avoid generalizations, speculation, 
special pleading, and personal value judgments.  However, by convention, authors are 
permitted some latitude in their concluding chapter to explore briefly the wider implications 
of their findings. 
 

10. The thesis must be written in proper English style and must be free of mistakes in grammar, 
syntax, spelling, and typography.  The thesis must be typed, double spaced, on 8 ½ by 11 
inch paper of good quality.  Footnoting, bibliography, and other matters of format must 
observe the form outlined in R. Wiles, Scholarly Reporting in the Humanities (University of 
Toronto Press, 1970), or another generally recognized form.  Sources must be acknowledged.  
Inclusive language for humanity is now considered appropriate in scholarly writing in North 
America.  Two copies must be presented in securely bound covers.  The thesis must be 
submitted by March 31 of the year of intended graduation. 

 



11. As outlined above, the thesis is evaluated by two readers, the primary of whom will be the 
supervisor of the thesis.  Each shall provide a written evaluation as well as a grade to the 
Registrar.  If the two grades are reasonably congruent, the Registrar will average them and 
record the final grade (rounding off fractions in favour of the primary reader's evaluation).  If 
the two evaluations are unusually discrepant, a third reader may be appointed. 

 
12. Typographical corrections, or other non-substantial changes, may be directed by the 

supervisor.  These corrections or changes must be made in the permanent copy of the thesis 
before the degree can be awarded.  The permanent copy of the thesis is submitted to the 
Registrar.  The second copy is returned to the student. 

 
 
Policy regarding the binding of theses is available from the Registrar. 
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