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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Is it legitimate to use technology to communicate the gospel? This course examines the function
and use of the tools of technology in the varied ministry of the church. It asks critical questions
about technology and its use. In the context of addressing issues such as virtual community,
media arts and worship, internet-based ministry, Christian education and youth ministry, and
spirituality online, it seeks to equip students with discernment in this new area of ministry.

TEXTS, READINGS, & RESOURCES
Required Textbook:

Shane Hipps. The Hidden Power of Electronic Culture: How Media Shapes Faith, the Gospel,
and Church (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005). [NB. Email me for a copy of this text as | have
some at a discount price ($8.50 tax included, postage extra).]

Supplementary readings, videos, and other resources will be found on the course website.
A bibliography of print and electronic resources will be on the course website.
ASSIGNMENTS

1. Participation in the discussion forums (value: 4 x 10%=40%).

2. Choice of doing either the two short assignments (value: 2 x 20%=40%) OR a major project/
paper (value: 40%).

3. Biblical Verses Exercise (value: 20%).
Further details for each are as follows:

1. Discussion Forums



mailto:thomas.power@utoronto.ca

Value: 40% (10% per forum)

Students will participate in 4 discussion forums based on an issue, problem, or case. You will be
divided into groups with 4 or 5 members and assigned a specific topic. Each forum will last two
weeks. The first week of each forum will be devoted to discussing the topic as a group; while the
second week will be taken up with drafting and circulating the forum paper for submission.
Everyone should post an initial response of about 250 words (do this early in the week) and
make a least one response to one other member's post. Full instructions will be given. Everyone
is expected to read the “Forum Guidelines” available on the course site. The topics for the 4
discussion forums are as follows: [NOTE: These topics may change by the start date of the
course.]

*Forum 1 (Weeks 1 and 2)
Forum topic will be assigned from among the following options:

e How would you define technology? Are there ways in which technology defines you? (C.
Detweiler, iGods, 43).

e “Where shall we express our hopes and fears? If we post our concerns on Facebook, we
may forget to cast our cares on the Lord, the one who sustains us in our sorrows.” (C.
Detweiler, iGods, 5).

e According to Marshall McLuhan (The Gutenberg Galaxy (1962), technology is never
neutral. Do you agree or disagree with this contention? What examples can you cite from
religion or spirituality in support your point of view? Is the pervasiveness of technology
in modern life attributable to the decline in the influence of religion? Or stated differently
is technology a new religion that allows us to make sense of the world?

e “The WWW [World Wide Web] is miraculous. It is theological creativity in action.”
(Ralph Abraham).

*Forum 2 (Weeks 4 & 5)
Forum topic will be assigned from among the following options:

e “A church is the only organization that exists primarily for the benefit of non-members”
(W. Temple). How does this apply to online evangelism?

¢ s the issue of boredom and the lack sincere worship due to either: (1) the increasing use
of multimedia in worship reflects a general boredom with existing, traditional forms of
worship; or (2) the importation into worship of media and technology used in the
mainstream media?



e “Surely high-tech equipment like digital video, PowerPoint and musical synthesizers can
help worshipers to dance and mourn. But why do we want them? Why do we feel that we
need them? Maybe we’re getting increasingly bored in worship because of all the fancy
techniques used by the mainstream media. We expect and even demand the same level of
spectacle. If so, what should we expect to see during real worship?” Ronald A. Johnson.

*Forum 3 (Weeks 7& 8)

e “As the world adjusts to the new reality that technology provides, many traditions and
taboos surrounding meeting and mating are on their way out, and more likely will fall,
replaced by whichever new theories of relationship happiness win out in a marketplace
of possibilities that never in history has been so vast.” D. Slater, Love in a Time of
Algorithms (New York, 2013), 224.

*Forum 4 (Weeks 10 and 11)
Forum topic will be assigned from among the following options:

o “Wherever we see the Word of God purely preached and heard, and the sacraments
administered according to Christ’s institution, there, it is not to be doubted, a church of
God exists.” (J. Calvin, Institutes, 1V, I, 9). Can this assertion by Calvin be legitimately
applied to the online church?

e “The online church fulfills the functional definition of church as the intersection of
community, worship and mission.” (Robert Warren). Agree or disagree?

2. Short Assignment

There are two short assignments value: 20% each. Whatever choices you make the due dates are:
Short assignment I: 26 Jan. 2018.
Short assignment I1: 16 Feb. 2017.

The purpose of these assignments is to give you the opportunity to develop your understanding
of the technology and ministry in new ways. In other words, they are intended to stretch and
challenge you. Thus, for example, if you have already had experience of doing a sermon using
power point, don’t choose that option here. Do something new. That applies to the other choices
as well. If you have difficulty deciding, please be in touch with me for advice.

Choose from any two of the following categories: [NOTE: Websites/links will be active on the
course website]

1. Chat Exercise This has two stages:



a. Christian Chat. Define your spiritual type at Beliefnet by completing the 25-question quiz.
Then join in one of the discussion groups and talk about your findings (see questions under b.
below).

b. Chat for Christ. Logon to ChristianChat. Enter one of the chat rooms on the site. Participate in
some discussion. Log on to some different types of chat rooms. Here are some to try: Patriot,
Strike, Circanet Listen in to the conversation. Then try entering into discussion!

For a. or b. answer these questions:

*What were your reactions and those of the participants?

*What sort of person is most likely to be suited to chat room ministry?
*How does it vary according to the type of user?

*Why is a combative spirit counter-productive to effective witness?
*What might be the benefits of such an online chat?

*What would the drawbacks be?

Point out potential dangers in chat room witness. Could your church train people for chat
witness? In response to these questions, record your impressions, think critically about the
experience, and write a report (1200 words or 4 pages double spaced), and send it to me as an
attachment.

2. Testimonies There are two choices in this assignment:

a. Visit PowertoChange or Stonewall Revisited. Read the testimonies on these sites. Evaluate
whether these personal stories are effective bridges to the Internet generation. Record your
impressions, think critically about the experience, and write a report (1200 words or 4 pages
double spaced), and send it to me as an attachment.

b. Read the testimony-writing tutorial. Then write your testimony (1200 words, 4 pages double
spaced), avoiding all jargon and elements which are not appropriate for non-Christians. Send it to
me as an attachment.

3. General Website Evaluation.

Key to this exercise is to put yourself in the mind of a site visitor who is not a Christian. Search
online, and locate and evaluate two websites based on the evaluative criteria. Ideally, you should
locate and evaluate two sites: one that fulfils the criteria for an effective website; the other, one
that is deficient in this respect. You can evaluate two websites on the same topic if you like.
Ideally they should be on different topics. Some sites are suggested, but check out others for
yourself. Use the checklist as the basis for your evaluation.



- Online bible study resources: Bornagain, Unbound, Wbsa, JesusWalk, NewChristian, Bible,
Crosswalk. - Youth ministry: Christianteens, Teenmania, Home.

- Postmodernism: JordonCooper.
Seeker friendly ministries: Harvest
- Testimonies: PowertoChange, Stonewall Revisited.

- Other Topics: Sunday School material; Christian site that evaluates movies; World Vision
Canada; Personal journals; Online prayer ministry; Spiritual and Devotional material.

4. Church Website Evaluation

Here are some well-designed church sites:
- Willow Creek - Morningside

- St. Mary's Cheadle - Oakland UMC
- Trinity Nazarene

- Ginghamsburg

- Berean - Ebenezer

- ToonGabbie

- Fellowship Church4

- Westover Hills Church

- Pinecrest Church

- Elizabeth Church of Christ

- The Bridge Church

Use the evaluative criteria (in terms of the Dos and Don’ts) and the checklist as the basis on
which to structure your evaluation. Key to this exercise is to put yourself in the mind of a site
visitor who is not a Christian. Analyze both content and design. Compare the different
approaches used. Submit the report to me as an attachment.

5. Online Church.

Visit one of the following online churches and join in one of their prayer groups, chat, online
bible studies, or worship services:



Zchurch,

First Church of Cyberspace,
BethesdaChurchOnline,
Cyber-Church,

CalvaryChurchOnline,
TheVirtualChurch,

WebChurch,

I-Church,

Seacoast VirtualChurch (Kids),
Web-Church,

Church of Fools,

Liturgy Chapel Online Churches,
St.Pixels.

Write a critical report (1200 words, 4 pages, double-spaced) on your impressions and experience.
This can be general or (preferably) on a particular aspect of the online church (e.g. worship,
sermons, sacraments, pastoral provision, etc). Send to me as an attachment.

6. Article Critique.

Read the article entitled: The Sacred and the Virtual: Religion in Multi-User Virtual Reality".
Provide a critique of the article by answering the question: Is the cyber-worship discussed by the
authors a viable alternative to "real” church?

Write a report (1200 words or about 4 pages double spaced), and send it to me as an attachment.
7. Newsletter.

Very few evangelistic websites have a newsletter which is designed for non-Christians. Sample
the following sites:

- ToTheNextLevel
- lamNext

- WomenTodayMagazine



Subscribe by email to one or all of these to see the approaches they use. Then write a report 5
(1200 words or 4 pages double spaced) on your impressions and experience. Send to me as an
attachment.

8. Online Prayer Ministry.

Create an account and complete an application at the Mentor Center
(http://truthmedia.com/thementorcenter/what-is-tmc). Before doing so view the introductory
video: (http://truthmedia.com/thementorcenter/introvideo). You will receive online training in
online ministry. It is secure and easy to use. No special skills are required. The easiest way to get
started is to become a mentor yourself. Mentors choose the types of questions they want to
answer and how many emails they want to receive. Once you have gained some experience,
write a critical report on the training and the general experience of online prayer ministry.

9. Giving 30 minutes for Jesus.

Sign up at http://www.give30minutes.com and agree to give 30 minutes to chat about Jesus on
the Internet or to give 30 minutes to pray for those who are chatting. The week is divided into 3
thirty minute sections and you are asked to commit to giving 30 minutes a week at a time of your
choosing. The goal is to fill all of the slots so that there is someone witnessing in a chat room (of
their choice) 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and someone is praying for them while they do. Keep
a journal of your experience and write a report of this ministry.

10. Presentation.

Create a Power Point presentation on any aspect relevant to your church ministry. The
presentation is to be made to the vestry/church council/eldership of your church for decision. Be
imaginative! Here are some examples:

- Adult Education: A Vision

- Children's Ministry: A Vision

- Outreach to our Neighbourhood

- Youth Involvement in our Church
- Media in Worship

- Spirituality Resources Online

- Evangelism

- Church computer club



- Topic of your choice. It must have my final approval. As well as text and graphics you must
incorporate audio and video clips. Length: Will vary with topic.

11. Sermon.

Write a sermon for presentation using PowerPoint for which you include hyperlinks to Scripture,
images, video and audio clips etc. This may be one developed for another course but presented
differently 6 or one written from scratch for the purposes of this assignment. The equivalent text
should not be more than 10 pages. Submit the slides, audio/video, and the text of the sermon.

12. Website Development.

Research and create a basic website in some area of ministry. Develop it according to the
principles and best practices we have discussed. These will be used as the basis of the marking
scheme for your submission. It should be for outreach to the Christian or non-Christian
community. It should be a website that shows a Christian engagement with issues like: cults,
body modification, sex, movies, music, supernatural, computers, cyberculture, science fiction,
horoscopes, or spirituality. Submit it to me as an attachment.

13. Technological Integration.

Write a report assessing the potential for integrating technology into the church setting where
you currently are. If it already exists, then do a critical evaluation. If it does not yet exist, then
draw up a plan for its implementation. Use the criteria we have reviewed from Schultze.

14. Gaming.

Sign up for a virtual game (e.g. Ultima Online, EverQuest) where you will have to create a
character (avatar). Write a critical report on your experience incorporating the critiques listed in
the course unit.

3. Major Paper/Project.

Value: 40%

Here you have choices:

(@) An extended treatment of some issue that arises in the four forums.

(b) A topic of your own (please submit to me for approval)

(c) An extended treatment of some of the issues treated in the course units.

Whatever the topic, you need to submit a paper proposal and outline (1 page minimum) with
beginning bibliography.



Length: 12 pages (single spacing) or 8-10,000 words.
Due Date: i. Outline/Bibliography: 2 Mar. 2018.
ii. Final Paper: 30 Mar. 2018.

4. Biblical Verses Exercise.

Due Date: 13 Apr. 2018.
Value: 20%.

Compile a list of 10 verses or passages from Scripture that are pertinent to a Christian
understanding of the nature and use of technology. For each provide the following:

i. The Scriptural reference to the verse/passage e.g. Luke 5: 37-38, but not the full text.
ii. Short (paragraph length) commentary on the meaning and significance of the verse(s) or
passage for our understanding of technology in a Christian context.

ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION FORMAT
For each assignment follows this procedure:

Name the document with your initials and the abbreviation for the particular assignment: e.g.
tpsal, where “tp” is Thomas Power and “sal” is Short Assignment 1.

Put this also in the subject line of the email that you are sending the assignment to me as an
attachment. Similarly for the other assignments: for example, “tpsa2” (Short Assignment 2),
“tpmp” (Major Project), and “tpbv” (Biblical Verses exercise).

For the Discussion Forum group papers, the format is, for example, “df1gp2” where “df1” is
Discussion Forum 1, and “gp2” is Group2, etc. All this depends on the number of groups that
materialize.

This procedure is designed to facilitate the identification, grading, and timely return of
assignments, and hence it is in the interest of the student to follow it. Submissions that do not
follow this format will be returned with a request to re-submit in the correct format. In such cases
marks will be deducted for late submission at the rate of 1% per day, where applicable.

COURSE UNITS, READINGS, AND VIEWINGS
NB: Items marked with an asterisk (*) are available on the course website.
UNIT 1: Society, Technology, and the Church

1.1 Definitions and Themes



1.2 The Challenge of Postmodernism
1.3 Tower of Babel or Noah’s Ark?: Technology and Ministry: For and Against 1

1.4 Tower of Babel or Noah’s Ark?: Technology and Ministry: For and Against 2

Reading
Hipps, Hidden, 9-17, 21-27, 29-43, 45-61, 63-83.

*P. Thompson, "Ellul and Technology" Cross Currents 34:2 (1984), 132-136.
*Horsfield, Peter G; Teusner, Paul. "A mediated religion: historical perspectives on Christianity
and the internet” Studies in World Christianity, 13: 3 (2007), 278-295.

UNIT 2: Media Arts and Worship

2.1 From Fresco to Fiasco: Christianity and the Arts

2.2 Worship and Technology: Theory

2.3 Worship and Technology: Practice

2.4 Presentation Technology: Principles and Best Practices

Reading

*Tom Power "Art, Creativity, and Celtic Christianity"

*K. Wiseman, “A Virtual Space for Grace: Are there boundaries for worship in the Digital
Age?” Liturgy, 30: 2 (2015) 52-60.

*B. Fuller, “Practicing Worship Media Beyond Power Point,” in Q. Schultze & R.H. Woods
(ed.), Understanding Evangelical Media: The Changing Face of Christian Communication.
(Downers; Grove: 1\VP, 2008), 98-110, 307-9.

UNIT 3: How Can We Sing the Lord's Song in a Strange Land?

3.1: The Net is the Thing (Dr. Seuss): Internet Evangelism I: Theory

3.2: Becoming Fishers of Men on the Net! Internet Evangelism Il: Practice
3.3 Bible Studies and the Online World

Reading
*M. Bertrand. "Are Bible apps Destined to Purify the Word" Comment Summer 2016.


https://portal.utoronto.ca/bbcswebdav/pid-5129221-dt-content-rid-31791510_2/courses/Summer-2016-TRP2810H-F-LEC6101/ellul.pdf
https://portal.utoronto.ca/bbcswebdav/pid-5129222-dt-content-rid-31791516_2/courses/Summer-2016-TRP2810H-F-LEC6101/caseceltic.pdf

*Angela Shier-Jones, "From Transmission to TXT — The Bible in a Digital Age,” The Epworth
Review (Sept. 2010), 32-49.

*T. Olsen, “Hacking the Bible: Inside the world of the new Bible coders—and how they will
change the way you think about Scripture” Christianity Today, 6 Mar. 2014, 29-35.

*Explore the Bible (website)

UNIT 4: From Publishing to Relationship: Web-Based Ministry

4.1 Content

4.2 Design

4.3 Educational Ministries

4.4 A Safe Place for a Dangerous Message: Youth Ministry

Reading

*Frank N. Johnson, "Effective Church Websites for Emerging Generations™ (1-13).

*FACTs A new look at the dynamics of growth and decline in American congregations based on
the Faith Communities Today 2005 national survey of congregations

*Pew Internet Report on Blogging (Browse for main points. Read summary.)
UNIT 5: Status Update: Technology & Relationships Online
5.1 Social Networking and Community Online

5.2 Online dating

5.3 Pornography

5.4 Eucatastrophe: Gaming

Reading

*Social Media: Fact Sheet (Pew Research Centre)

*Social Media Update (Pew Research Centre)

*Online Dating & Relationships (Pew Research Centre).

*Five Facts About Online Dating (Pew Research Centre)

*R. Hutter, "Pornography and Acedia,” First Things Apr.2012, 45-49.



*Adams, Paul C. "The theology of...video games?! Using games to build relationships in your
congregation and community". Word & World 30: 3 (2010), 291-299.

*Rhea, Rob; Langer, Richard C. "A theology of the body for a pornographic age™ Journal of
Spiritual Formation & Soul Care, 8: 1 (2015), 90-103.

Hipps, Hidden, 103-122.

UNIT 6: Clicktivism: Technology, Philanthropy, and Ministry
6.1Technology & Philanthropy I

6.2 Technology & Philanthropy Il

6.3 Analysis and the Response of Faith

Reading

*Listen to the interview (31 mins.) with Dayo Olopage, author of The Bright Continent:
Breaking Rules and Making Change in Modern Africa.

*View her TED talk on The New African Initiative (6 mins.)
*<“Slum Infrastructure” Wired 14 Nov. 2013.

*Nigel Lewis, “How digital media is changing the world of philanthropy” The Guardian
18 April 2013.

UNIT 7: Digital Transcendence: The Online Church

7.1 Worship

7.2 Sacraments

7.3 Cyber Koinonia: Community

7.4 s it Church?

Reading

*Thomas W. Madron, “Can We provide Holy Communion Over the Web?"

*Gregory S. Neal, “Online Holy Communion: Theological Reflections Regarding the Internet
and the Means of Grace."

*Gordon S. Mikoski, "Bringing the Body to the Table,” Theology Today 67:3 (2010), 255-9.

*Nancy J. Duff, “Praising God Online,” Theology Today 70:1 (2013), 22-29.



UNIT 8: Technology and the Spiritual Disciplines I: The Nature of Sin
8.1 Sin as Habit: The Need for Spiritual Disciplines

8.2 The Seven Deadly Sins |

8.3 The Seven Deadly Sins Il

Reading

*Laura E. Buffardi & W. Keith Campbell, "Narcissism and Social Networking Web Sites"
Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin 34: 10 (2008), 1303-1314.

*Adam J. Copeland, "The Ten Commandments 2.0" Word & World 32: 3 (2012), 217-226.

*Lynne M. Baab, “Toward a Theology of the Internet: Place, Relationship, and Sin,” in Pauline
H, Cheong et al (ed), Digital Religion, Social Media, and Culture: Perspectives, Practices and
Futures. New York: Lang, 2012, 277-291.

*Sherry Turkle, Alone Together (Video: 19 mins.)

UNIT 9: Technology and the Spiritual Disciplines Il: Principles and Practice
9.1 General Principles

9.2 Practices |

9.3 Practices Il

Reading

*Beverly Vos. "The Spiritual Disciplines and Christian Ministry" Crucible 2:1 (November
2009), 1-16.

*D. J. Lohrmann, Virtual Integrity: Faithfully Navigating the Brave New Web. Grand Rapids:
Brazos, 2008, 119-137.

*M. Bischof, “The Spiritual Disciplines”

View the list of early Christian values (http://www.bibletexts.com/terms/genuine-
christianity.htm) Reflect on whether technology (broadly defined) serves to enhance the practice
of values listed in the right column, and exacerbates the practice of those on the left column.

UNIT 10: Technology and the Fruits of the Spirit

10.1 The Holy Spirit


http://www.bibletexts.com/terms/genuine-christianity.htm
http://www.bibletexts.com/terms/genuine-christianity.htm

10.2 Fruits of the Spirit

Reading

*D. Willard, "Spiritual Disciplines, Spiritual Formation, and the Restoration of the Soul."
Journal of Psychology and Theology 26:1, (1998), 101-109.

*D. Willard. "Spiritual formation in Christ: a perspective on what it is and how it might be done"
Journal of Psychology & Theology, 28: 4 (2000), 254-258.

*Robert Roberts, "The fruits of the Spirit." Reformed Journal, 37: 2 (1987), 9-13.

*D. J. Lohrmann, Virtual Integrity: Faithfully Navigating the Brave New Web. Grand Rapids:
Brazos, 2008, 139-167.

*M. Bauerlein, “Prayer in the Facebook Age,” First Things Dec. 2014.
UNIT 11: A Datafied World: Big Data, Religion, and the Future
11.1 Big Data

11.2 Pastoral Responses

Reading

*DeLashmutt, Michael W. “A better life through information technology? : The techno-
theological eschatology of posthuman speculative science,” Zygon, 41: 2 (2006), 267-287.

*Herzfeld, Noreen. "Creating in our own image: artificial intelligence and the image of God,"
Zygon, 37: 2 (2002), 303-316.

*Geraci, Robert M. "The popular appeal of apocalyptic Al" Zygon, 45: 4 (2010), 1003-1020.

UNIT 12: Principles and Best Practices: Ministry and Technology in the 21st Century
12.1 iPastor Skills

12.2 iChurch

12.3 Being Salt and Light in Cyberspace: Theology of Technology

12.4 An Unchanging Gospel

Reading

*S. Gardner, "Theology and the New Media" in Heidi A. Campbell, Digital Religion:
Understanding Religious Practice in New Media Worlds. Oxford: Routledge (2013), 251-265.



Hipps, Hidden, 87-100, 125-143, 165-6.

*E. MclIntosh, “Belonging without Believing: Church as Community in the age of digital media”
International Jnl. of Public Theology 9 (2015), 131-55.

*A.L. Cloete, “Living in a digital culture: the need for theological reflection” HTS Teologiese
Studies/Theological Studies 71:2 (2015)

*Chris Stokel-Walker. “How smartphones and social media are changing Christianity.” 23 Feb.
2017.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

COURSE OUTCOMES COURSE ELEMENT PROGRAM OUTCOMES
By the end of this course, This outcome will be This course outcome
students will have acquired the demonstrated through | corresponds to this
following levels of knowledge: these course elements: | aspect of the Wycliffe
College outcomes
statement for BD
programs:
Explain the impact technology has e Units 1-12 M.Div. 1.4, 1.5 (pt.)
on the church, ministry and culture.
4 e Foruml MTS 1.4, 1.5 (pt.)
e Assignments
Distinguish occasions and  Unit2 M.Div. 1.4, 16
opportunities for the use of media e Assignments MTS 1.4,1.6,2.2,2.3
and technology in worship settings,
and formulate a plan for the
implementation of same according
to best principles and practices.
Locate, examine, and evaluate, e Unit4 M.Div. 1.4
using established evaluative e Assignments MTS 14 2.1 23
criteria, web-based church o
ministries.
Describe the nature of online e Unit6 M.Div. 1.4
philanthropy and assess its o Assignments MTS 1.4
potential in ministerial contexts. '
Explain and critically evaluate the e Units 3,7 MTS 1.4




potential of internet evangelism.

Forum 2

Assignments

M.Div. 1.4

Identify online educational
opportunities for ministry.

Units 3.4, 4.3

Assignments

MTS 1.4
M.Div. 1.4, 1.6, 2.2

Describe the nature of social media
and relate their use in church
ministry settings.

Unit5.1
Forum 3

Assignments

MTS 2.3
M.Div. 2.2

Identify and critically evaluate the
new challenges of the expression of
the spiritual disciplines in an online
context.

Units 8, 9
Assignments

MTS 1.2
M.Div. 1.2, 3.1

Critically assess the validity of the
online church.

Unit 7
Forum 4

Assignments

M. Div. 1.6
MTS 1.6,2.3,3.1,3.3

Recognize the potential for a new Units 10, 11 M. Div. 1.6, 3.2
expression of the fruits of Spirit in Assignments MTS 3.2

the virtual realm. '
Identify new opportunities for All units esp. M. Div. 1.6, 2.2
ministry in the technological arena. Unit 12 MTS 1.6.3.3

Assignments




